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entry info!

OUR COUNTY’S BIGGEST PROBLEMS 

FeaturingFeaturing

housinghousing
affordable alternatives affordable alternatives 

Droughts & Fires Droughts & Fires 
with with Chief Frank  CavaliereChief Frank  Cavaliere
Lower Valley Fire DistrictLower Valley Fire District
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ABOVE ALL 
WINDOW CLEANING & SERVICESWINDOW CLEANING & SERVICES

$20
0ff

Window Cleaning
Any Job Over $100
Plus a $30 Gift Card for your next 
Service With Coupon. Not valid with other offers

20%
0ff

Gutter Cleaning
ANY JOB!

With Coupon. Not valid with other offers

$25
0ff

Blind Cleaning
Any Job Over $100
With Coupon. Not valid with other offers

$20
0ff

Fireplace Cleaning
Any Job Over $100
With Coupon. Not valid with other offers

970-464-1400 
Quality Work, 
Affordable Prices

10% OFF for Seniors & Veterans

$5 of your job goes to a charity of your 
choice: Strive or St. Mary’s

Get Growing!
1 FREE GALLON
COMPOST TEA

Made Locally & completely Organic!

445 Pitkin Ave 
Grand Junction 970-245-6427
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Mesa County Connection is a community 
magazine covering events and providing 
an outlook on the upcoming month. Though 
this is the first issue, it will be developed 
into something we hope the community 
will appreciate and give us feed back on. 
We would like to know what concerns our 
neighbors and County. Email questions, 
comments & what concerns you most. 
Engaging the community is our directive. As 
working members of Mesa County, we plan 
to see you and hope to meet a spectrum 
of people and personalities that reminds 
us that there really isn’t another place like 
Mesa County. Our unique mixture of mostly 
laid back people offer a variety of personal 
entertainment and  face to face conversa-
tion. 
The multitude of places to go, things to do 
and unique mixture of friendly people make 
our Grand Valley a place worthy calling 
home!

CREDITS & 

CONTENT

Pg. 8  PALISADE CONNECTION
Pg. 10  AFFORDABLE HOUSING
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Pg. 13 PROJECT COVER-UP 
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Pg. 18 WORKING CONNECTION
PG. 20 FRUITA CONNECTION 

Editor@MesaConnection.com

Publishing &  Design
 Jesse Fornwalt
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Edited By
Pam Davison

COMMUNITY COLLECTIVE 

Sales 
970-260-2781

Sales@MesaConnection.com

A special thanks to our advertisers for 
making this possible. Sometimes one per-
son believing is all it takes to spark the 
inspiration to succeed! This journey has 
only started and it’s exciting to see where 
it will lead. 

J.O. Fornwalt
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Drug & Alcohol Counseling

Sober Living

1131 N. 21st St.
Our New Location off 21st  & North Ave.

Fees on a sliding scale
Medicaid & most Insurances Accepted 

Published by
Mesa County Connection 
2021 All rights reserved. 

MesaConnection.com

10% OFF!

Freeman’s Barber Stop
10% OFF on your 

Next Haircut

1121 North Ave. Unit C 1121 North Ave. Unit C 
970-245-7602 970-245-7602 

August 2021
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Locally Owned & Operated 

$15
HAIRCUTS

EASTGATE SHOPPING CENTER

By Walk-in or Appointment 

2830 North Ave  
970-243-3610

BOOTH RENTAL AVAILABLE

15% Off Any Services Off Any Services 

Clogged Vents Clogged Vents 
& Chimney’s & Chimney’s 
Cause Fires!Cause Fires!

or
Free Air Filter & Disinfection Fogging

970-639-0127
Call Now! AIR VENT CLEANING

AIR FILTER REPLACEMENT 
DRYER VENTS
CHIMNEY SWEEPING 
GAS/WOOD FIREPLACE REPAIR
DUCT CLEANING/ INSPECTIONS

1/2 Price on first Drink with Ad1/2 Price on first Drink with Ad

Happy Hour 4-7 Daily Happy Hour 4-7 Daily 
WHERE COMES TO PLAY

BAR and GRILL

Sunday Brunch 10am During Football Season
509 28509 281/21/2 rd. Grand Junction 970-644-5600 rd. Grand Junction 970-644-5600

FREEFREE GAMESGAMES

Mention Mesa County Connection For 10% OFF
2923 North Ave. #1 Grand Junction 970-644-5135
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CONNECTION

Coldest Beer in the Universe!
2 Locations

715 Horizon Drive715 Horizon Drive 2692 Hwy 50 2692 Hwy 50 

Mesa County’s Friendliest
Bar Tenders

970-314-2554

Colorado water rights are an is-
sue all of us should be concerned 
with. However, this  especially 
effects our farmers, the closest 
source of fresh produce.
Recent news that Federal Gov-
ernment is going to deplete our 
Reservoirs lower than the crucial 
point they already are for power-
ing Hydro-electric plants is heart 
breaking. 
The Gazette reported “Addition-
al releases are needed after 2.5 
million acre-feet of expected wa-
ter did not flow into Lake Powell 
between January and July.”
Is the approach always to count 
the snowfall before it hits the 
ground? With the winters get-
ting worse,  the reservoirs surely 
won’t fill to a normal capacity, if 
ever again.  We can no longer 
count on historic snow falls to fill 
our reservoirs. If thirst was the 
problem the solution might be 
viable, but we are talking about  
solving the problem of hydro-
electric plants that cannot main-
tain enough water flow to power 
them. 
The ecological system of Lake 
Powell and Lake Mead are al-
ready suffering. So the big solu-
tion  for the multi-state power is-
sue  and suffering wild life  around 
Lake Powell and Mead  is make 
Colorado the same way. The log-
ic seems rather inconsistent. 
With 40 million people in Califor-
nia we know where the majority 
of that power is going. Now the 
fear maybe watching our fire 
seasons get worse as a domino 
effect knocks down every water 
source in the West, as well as  
wildlife habitats, and agriculture.  
Our problems are starting to par-
allel California’s. Fires are get-
ting worse and starting earlier; 

Expert Technicians Competitive Prices 
Conveniently located on 8th & Ute Downtown Grand Junction

Palisade

A.S.A.P.
Auto RAuto REEpairpair 970-210-0723

803 Ute Ave. 

Mention this Ad 
for 10% off any service

droughts persist and snow fall totals are 
diminishing. 
How long will it take before Mesa Coun-
ty’s agricultural situation looks similar?
Drought, fires and the disbursement of 
our water rights over the next few years 
is going to determine what kind of con-
servation efforts can contribute to a pos-
itive impact for these major issues our 
children will inherit.

Alga  Forming on Mesa Reservoirs 
From Lack of water and too much 

heat!
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• BOOKKEEPING
• CONSULTATION
• TAX PREPARATION

Count On Us For Fast, Neighborly 
Service At An Affordable Price. 

Call Diann Vedsted
970-434-1976

3279 F Rd. # 2
Clifton, Co. 81520

CliftonTax1976@gmail.com

Even the Biggest Disaster can have aEven the Biggest Disaster can have a

FREE Stain Guard with any Carpet Cleaning!

$40  Room Special up to 120 sq’

Appointments Today!Appointments Today!
970-210-4281

• Carpet
• Tile
• Upholstery 
• Shower 

• Emergency 
Water Removal
• Stain Guard
• Anti Allergy
• Grout & Ceiling

CONNECTION

As Clifton slowly develops into an afford-
able alternative to some of the absurd rental 
rates in the Grand Valley, it’s important to re-
member the good about your surroundings. 
Clifton is a great place. You only have to re-

lease your 
deep inhi-
bitions of all the rumors about malicious 
meth-heads. 
Lets face it, they are everywhere any-
way. Might as well treat them like hu-
man beings and maybe vandalism will 
escape your particular neighborhood.  
The major attraction in Clifton is floating 
the river of course. Who doesn’t want 
easy access to the Colorado River? It 
brings people together from all over Mesa 
County. 
The closer you are the better. 
Clifton is a desirable place to live just be-
cause of the river and Corn Lake. There 
is easy access to the desert, you can 
almost shoot out your back door. Some 
people might, but our trusty Sheriff is al-
ways quick to respond to those. 
With easy access to the South and East, 
you can quickly be on your way to all your 
favorite spots in Colorado. 

Clifton

CROSS ORCHARDS 
MARKET
3073 F Road 
Grand Junction, CO 81504
Admission: Free!, Hours: 
8:00am-12:00pm

June 24th- September 9

August 13
MOVIES UNDER THE STARS
16400 DS Road 
Glade Park, CO 81523
Concession Stand open at 6:00 
Questions?
970-256-4052

August 14

5TH ANNUAL WUFFSTOCK 
MUSIC EVENT
925 Struthers Avenue 
Grand Junction, CO 81501
An event to celebrate the hu-
man-canine bond 3:00pm – 
9:00pm

AFFORDABLE HOUSING

Tweaker Tree-house 
Grand Junction

You can’t run from them!

August - October 9

Market on Main
The Market on Main is summer-
time’s signature weekly event in 
Grand Junction, 
Between 3rd and 7th on Main
970-255-4923

Mesa County Events

From To

Fast Service
Quality Price 

3272 F Rd. Clifton
970-234-8508

First person to put Cracked Phone on 
Mesa County Connection Facebook 

Gets $125 phone repair credit!
Everyone Else $10 off Through 8/2021

August 17
MUSIC IN THE GRAPEVINES
Two Rivers Winery & Chateau
2087 Broadway 
Grand Junction, CO 81507
$15 advance tickets; $20 at the 
gate, Hours: 7 pm - 9 pm
Questions?
970-985-1015
August 28
MIKE THE HEADLESS 
CHICKEN CAR SHOW
Spectators free, Hours: 9am 
- 3pmFestival in Downtown 
Fruita. Take I-70 exit 19.
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Junction

The best part of living in the Valley is be-
ing able to appreciate the gorgeous views 
on crisp, clear days. When you have to 
start dealing with smoke on a daily basis 
mixed with an oppressive heat that makes 
your eyelids sweat, appreciation can wav-
ier.
As the stinging in your eyes subsides be-
coming a minor irritant, the only  thing that 
is clear, is July has been one of the smok-
iest Months we have had. You can see in 
the top picture, early July gave us a Valley 
full of stale smoke which loomed over us 
all month. A constant reminder that the fire 
season is getting worse. 
If California’s droughts and fire season 
are any indicator of where Colorado’s are 
going, the outlook is grim. Our reservoirs 
are barely at a level to maintain  a proper 
ecosystem for our wildlife. What will we do 
when our water sources start looking like 
California’s? 
The precursors are already here.  A big 
smoke signal in the sky! 
We can not count on historic snowfall to-
tals to guide what we do with our water 
supply anymore. 
The intense fire seasons we are having 
suggests that we are in a drought. It may 
not be as bad as California’s, but when will 
it be identical? From one side of the Valley 
to the other has been filled with noxious 
smoke that incites mass headaches, irri-
tated eyes and slight empathy for fellow 
Americans who know too well the harsh 
realities of a severe fire season. 

CONNECTION

Sullen Skies 

SMOKEY OLD POWDER 

Walking the River Front Trail of 
7th Street, it’s hard not to appre-
ciate the nameless volunteers 
who put in the tremendous ef-
fort to clean 100 years of trash. 
Since there was all this inspira-
tion to make the place a family 
oriented destination, why didn’t 
the city put in the effort to re-
move some of the jagged con-
crete, rusty old cable and fifty 
gallon drums buried with who 
knows what in them? Those 
are hazardous for sure. It isn’t 
like they didn’t see the spilth. It 

stands between the most beau-
tiful feature, THE RIVER! 
Of course it has been cleaned 
up quite well since some of us 
were kids here. However, if the 
citizens are taking the time to 
make the River Front not such 
an eyesore, one might con-
template why the City of Grand 
Junction couldn’t break out 
some heavy equipment and 
help. Is there something there 
they didn’t want to dig up? The 
rusty old drums give cause for 
concern.  It’s a continual re-
minder of someone sweeping 
something under the rug; or in 
this case the dirt around the riv-

er. 
Until they decide, if ever, to clean 
the rest up, it might be best to 
keep your kids close and your 
dogs on the side walk. Heaven 
forbid if you loose your Frisbee 
down there. The maze of con-
crete and 
random, 
h a z a r d -
ous de-
bris will 
give you 
e n t e r -
tainment 
you didn’t 
quite ex-
pect.

Project  Cover-up
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It’s no secret there is a serious 
need for employees around the 
Grand Valley. Everywhere we look 
there is a sign. That’s not all; peo-
ple flying signs has increased tre-
mendously as well. What is the 
problem? Is Grand Junction just a 
mecca for drifters? It could very well 
be a domino effect caused by the 
surge in housing prices. If you’re 
a single parent and need a three 
bedroom house, the rent is either 
unbearably more than some fami-
lies can afford, or the landlord can 
be picky about the simplest things. 
Many  are forced to hunker down 
with their family or live in a car. If 
you have bad credit or felonies; for-

get it! At least you can get a shower 
at Homeward Bound. We all know 
that option. 
There are those capable of working, 
but don’t want to. We might have a 
work force, but you can’t force them 
to work. Is there a motivational fac-
tor that we haven’t considered? 
Let’s unwrap and rationalize this. 
Flying signs is obviously lucrative. 
They don’t have to answer to any-
one, they can go whenever they 
need it, dress however they want. 
Is there something we could do that 
will allow the same parameters?
How about circulating magazines 
for donations right to them? 
Tell us what you think. Email 

Help Wanted!

Editor@MesaConnection.com

MONDAYMONDAY
&&

TUESDAYTUESDAY

1/2 PRICE BEER

Always Free Chips & Salsa

569 32 RD. Unit 14 Grand Junction CO 81501
Open 7 Days a week 10:00am - 10:00pmOpen 7 Days a week 10:00am - 10:00pm 970-523-3515970-589-4204761 Rood Ave 

For a Chance to win a $100 Gift Certificate towards a Fist 
size cover-up, 
Go to www.MesaConnection.com
enter your information and picture of the tattoo, an online  
“blind” poll will be taken of who needs the cover-up most! 
The winner will be announced in Mesa County Connec-
tion’s September 2021 issue.
The first 5 people to enter receive a $50 Tattoo gift cer-
tificate for a tattoo or piercing (jewelry included) of their 
choice.

ACCEPTING APPOINTMENT’S & WALK-INSACCEPTING APPOINTMENT’S & WALK-INS

Pam D. is one of the most experienced Tattoo Artist in 
town. 
Fluent in all styles, she can develop your vision into an 
immaculate design!

TATTOO GIVE AWAY
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AUTOAUTO

No Dealer Fees!No Dealer Fees!
From Our Family  to Yours!From Our Family  to Yours!

View our inventory! View our inventory! 

BrewerAutoGJ.com

2487 Hwy 6 & 50  
Grand Junction, Co. 81505

970-644-5604

BrewerAutoGJ.com

BREWERBREWER
STORE WIDE DISCOUNT!STORE WIDE DISCOUNT!

10% OFF10% OFF

2 JUNCTION LOCATIONS2 JUNCTION LOCATIONS
FULFILLING YOUR SMOKING 

PLEASURESPLEASURES

1059 NORTH AVE
970-242-9898

28631/2 NORTH AVE
970-812-5134

WITH COUPON
Any Smoke Shop ETC products
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Working 
Coming from a single Dad who has col-
laborated with the Workforce Center 
hand in hand, they were able to put op-
portunities and tools at my disposal that 
couldn’t be acquired anywhere else. 
The individuals that advocate for you 
from start to finish are also a key com-
ponent to utilizing the Workforce Center 
to your benefit. 
What good are tools if you don’t know 
about them or how to use them? The 
staff at the Workforce Center not only 
talked with me in depth to understand 
exactly what was hindering me, they 
made me feel comfortable, and helped 
me outline a plan of success. Even if 
you need a place to start, make an ap-
pointment and if you’re a single parent 
like so many of us, they could provide 
you with bus or gas vouchers to get 
you on the road. 
If you have a plan, the Workforce Cen-
ter can help you strengthen it. Maybe 
you just need someone to look over 
your resumé? They will put in the time 
to not only tell you, but show 
you. If you have outside pres-
sures, they might be able to 
help you come up with a 
long term solution. 
No matter what situation 
you are in, the Work-
force Center has pro-
grams and services 
to support you. Their 
friendly staff can not only 
connect you with job leads 
and education, but also re-
sources to help you until you 
get on your feet. 

CONN ECTIONCONN ECTION

Development  Development  Economic Economic 
 » Assessments 
 » 50+ Job Seekers 
 » Youth & Young Adults 
 » GED Preparation
 » Career Development 
 » Family Works 
 » Online Workshops
 » Resource Room

You can finish up your G.E.D. and get paid, or participate in one of the many 
workshops specific to your needs. The Workforce Center has hiring events, 
and can even show you the way to get certificates to help improve your 
employment. 
Take it from a Dad that now has an understanding of the possibilities to 
succeed. 

Jesse, James & Julianne Jesse, James & Julianne 
FornwaltFornwalt

mcwfc.us
970-248-0871
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Frutia has come so far from the rink-
a-dink town it was in the 90’s. You 
may have associated it with banjos. 
However, over a thirty year period, 
Fruita has become a haven for es-
caping the monotony of cities and 
enjoying life’s outdoor pleasures.
Fruita’s seclusion offers peace 
you can’t quite find anywhere else. 
There is a particular feeling associ-
ated with being free to do what you 
want, and with desert all around, 
people can choose whether they 
want to associate with anyone on 
any particular day.
Of course development is taking 
place. Some locals might be weary 
of it; however, if the growth is pre-
sented to them as an opportunity, 
personal growth and tolerance will 
also be a positive side effect. 

It’s inspiring to watch these mag-
nificent houses and buildings pop 
up. The hospital has grown tremen-
dously, and the fire station  is large 
enough to handle calls all over the 
county. Fire Chief Frank Cavaliere 
says they help the BLM all the time. 
Franks personality is the quintes-
sential charm that radiates from 
Fruita. It’s an absolute pleasure to 
talk with him and most members of 
the community.
When discussing  fires and the 
smoke choking the Valley, Frank 
brushes on the use of helicopters 
and water pumpkins to gather wa-
ter from local reservoirs. 
The concern is small, but grows 
when contemplating other facets of 
the local and national drought.
Will receding reservoirs hinder fire 
fighting operations for the Valley?
Frank says, “Yes Air Resources dip 
into those reservoirs, so if there’s 
no water it will hinder operations.”

When you start thinking about the 
relation between elements such as 
fire and water, and how the lack of 
one is the direct cause of the other, 
the connection between previous 
articles starts appearing.
In Frank’s opinion the fire seasons 
have begun to start earlier. This 
means it’s dryer and  our escalated 
water use is starting sooner. 
Two Recent articles give cause for 
concern. One from the Colorado 
Sun explains Ute Water’s need to 
let Colorado River water into Mesa 
County’s drinking water, which 
hasn’t been done in 65 years; and 
The Gazette’s report of the Feder-
al Government forcing the release 
of Colorado’s reservoirs to pow-
er Flaming Gorge Dam and Glen 
dam. 
Colorado only  has a small say in 
what happens to water that powers 
Wyoming, Utah, Colorado, New 
Mexico, Arizona, Nebraska, and 
Nevada. It doesn’t matter if drain-
ing our reservoirs could potentially 
hurt our local ecosystem or hinder 
local fire fighting operations. We 
must make sure there is power be-
fore water. 
If Lake Powell and Lake Mead are 
drastically low and any indicator 
for what is in store, then the Me-
sa’s outlook is grim. 
Frank agrees that moisture has 
been an issue. When they goto 
fires a strong response is neces-
sary because of how dry it is. The 
intensity and potential for them to 
spread fast is their main problem.  

Island 
Lake

Barren
Lake

introduction

Twin Lake

Not supposed to have 2 Islands!

Chief Frank  Cavaliere of the 
Lower Valley Fire District 
has been with Fruita Fire 

for 16 years!
Of course Droughts are 
not the Chief’s area of 
expertise; however, he 
provides another side to 
the issue that has a clear 
Mesa County Connection.
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We Believe in Second Chances!

Call Today for a free Consultation

970-424-8616

DaycareDaycareDog TrainingDog Training BoardingBoarding

2 8 4 1  N o r t h  A v e .2 8 4 1  N o r t h  A v e .
Ruff-AroundTheEdges.com

Used Tire Super Store!
Open 7 Days a week

On The Corner of 14th & Ute.

New & Used tires
241 S. 14th St. 970-201-0929241 S. 14th St. 970-201-0929

BMT AUTOBMT AUTO

Furniture ElectronicsAppliances

2830 North Ave. C3 970-263-7368

Fast , Easy Financing 
Anyone Can Afford!

5 GET AIR 
passes will go to the 
person who can best 
describe the scene 
on the side of the 
giant silo next to 
Get Air.
Lets explore your 
vocabulary. 
Description and 
word use will be 
considered!
Post on
Mesa County Connection 

By:
8/25/21
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LOCAL 
POSTAL CUSTOMER

Crystals Minerals  Fossils 
Western Colorado’s Largest Selection 

Open From 10am to 6pm 7 DaysOpen From 10am to 6pm 7 Days
338 S. 2nd St.  Grand Junction 

MoonMountainGems.com

Rock Shop & Lapidary Services 

LIKE US 


